Family History Report

1 John (John James Madison?) Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
5 Mar 1837, Kentucky

Death:
10 Jul 1924, unknown - no death certificate in Missouri

Burial:
Rocky Comfort Cemetery, Newton County, Missouri

Father:
Elijah Biggs Jr. (~1795-1849)

Mother:
Mary Brown (1807-1880)

John Biggs is listed on 1860 Census - Fayette County, Illinois, Bowling Green Township. Page 212.

The Bureau of Land Management shows the purchase of 40 acres of land in Newton County by JOHN BIGGS on 18 Jan 1909, Document # 25059. Legal description:  SESW, Sec.33, Township 24-N, range 34-W, 5th PM Meridian, Newton County, Missouri. Comparison with land plat and tax records would have to be used to determine whether this is the same John Biggs.

I couldn't find this family on 1870 Census for McDonald or Newton County, Missouri, although there was a Sarah Biggs, age 40 born in Missouri, who was shown as insane and a pauper, living in the Newton County "poorhouse."

As yet, I haven't determined whether John Biggs served in the Civil War. Possible matches include:  

John Biggs, Private, Co. B, 14th Illinois Infantry Reorg. - Resided in Coopertown            

John Biggs, Private, Co. E, 32nd Illinois Infantry - from/enlisted in Moweaqua                   

John Biggs, "rec", Co. F, 66th Illinois Infantry - from/enlisted in Newton.   

John Biggs, Private, Co. H, 66th Illinois Infantry - from/enlisted in Ohio.              

John Biggs, Private, Co. I, 148th Illinois U.S. Infantry, from/enlisted in Cambridge  

Note: There were numerous other John Biggs from Illinois who were eliminated from consideration because they had middle initials other than J. or M. John's full name was thought to be John James Madison Biggs.    

There was a William Biggs on the 1870 Missouri Census - page 067 - in 

McDonald County, White Rock Township. Unknown whether there is a familial relationship with our Biggs. 

Arkansas possibilities:

1870 BIGGS JOHN Boone County AR 414 Crooked Creek Township 

1870 BIGGS JOHN J. Marion County AR 518 Union Township 

1870 BIGGS JOHN Marion County AR 517 Union Township 

1880 Federal Census - Missouri - McDonald County, Richwood Township. Page 22. Dwelling #182 - Family # 189. Shows John and "Disa" Biggs with children Joseph, Minnie, James, Myrtle, and John Q. Biggs.  Living next door:  J. Anville Arnett, age 24 and his wife Mary Biggs Arnett with their children Leona (age 3), E. Cravens (1), and Charlie, born in April 1880.

1900 Federal Census - Missouri - McDonald County- Richwood Township - E.D. 100, Sheet 4.  Dwelling # 62  Household # 62. John Biggs is listed as the head of household (age 63, born March 1837 in Kentucky). Dicy Biggs was 59. She was the mother of 10 children, of whom 7 were still living in 1900. Their daughter Murtie (age 23) and son William A. Biggs (age 19) were living with John and Dicy. Next door were son James Biggs and his bride Edna Biggs (Household # 63; Dwelling # 63). They had been married only about a year and had no children. Nearby families included: Milton Utter; David Utter; Ransom Plumlee; Edward Turner.

1920 Federal Census - Missouri - McDonald County - Richwood Township

John Biggs, age 82 (born in Kentucky) is living in the home of his daughter Murtle Biggs Utter and her husband George W. Utter.
No entry for John Biggs death in Missouri; Arkansas Death Record Index 1924 - 1933 doesn't  have a listing either. Checked Oregon Death Index to be sure - no entry there, either. 

Spouse:
Dicey Caroline Reed
Birth:
15 May 1841, Fayette County, Illinois

Death:
20 May 1912, unknown- no death certificate in Missouri

Father:
Abner O. Reed (1817-)

Mother:
Temperance Mootrey (Moutray) (1823-)

Marr:
25 Nov 1858, Moultrie County, Illinois

Children:
Mary Biggs(1862-1939)


Joseph Dudley Biggs (1869-1952)


Minnie Biggs (1872-)


James D. Biggs (1874-1955)


Myrtle (Murtie)Biggs (1877-)


John Quincy Biggs(1878-1968)


William A. Biggs(1880-1972)

1.1 Mary Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
2 Jan 1862, Ramsey, Fayette County, Illinois

Death:
4 Jun 1939, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Burial:
Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, Portland, Oregon

Mary Biggs was born in 1862, during the middle of the great Civil War. She married when she was only thirteen years old, so she likely had little formal education.   

OREGON DEATH CERTIFICATE INFORMATION

Name: Arnett, Mary

County: Portland

Death Date: 04 Jun 1939

Certificate: 1809

Spouse: 

Spouse:
Anvil James Arnett
Birth:
6 Feb 1857, Rolla, Phelps County, Missouri

Death:
15 Nov 1928, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Father:
Nelson Arnett (1824-1869)

Mother:
Eliza(beth) Caroline Watson (1817-1903)

Marr:
1 Nov 1875, Newton Co, Missouri

Children:
Leona Arnett (1876-1940)


Edward Cravens Arnett (1878-1944) (Kim’s great-grandfather)


Charles Brewster Arnett (1880-1968)


John William Arnett(1882-1971)


Cora Alice Arnett (1884-1972)


Georgia Olive Arnett(1885-1889)


Minnie Minerva Arnett (1887-1976)


Bessie Alma Arnett(1890-1985)


Anville James Arnett (1892-1937)


Audie Nelson (Jack)Arnett (1895-1951)


Claudie Finis Arnett (1897-1899)


Loren Lloyd Arnett(1900-1965)


Dulah Crystal Arnett (1902-1992)

1.1.1 Leona Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
20 Sep 1876, Wardle, Pemiscot, Missouri

Death:
12 Apr 1940, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

After the death of George Anderson in 1935, Leona remarried. Her second husband was Herbert Ewing. Leona and Herbert had no children together. Leona died on 12 April 1940 in Portland, Oregon.

Name: Ewing, Leona

County: Portland

Death Date: 12 Apr 1940

Certificate: 1307

Spouse: Herbert Ewing

Spouse:
George M. Anderson
Birth:
22 Sep 1867, Missouri

Death:
26 Feb 1935, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Marr:
1 Jan 1896, prob. Rocky Comfort, McDonald County, Missouri

Children:
Lois Josephine Anderson (1896-1968) 

                (There are pictures of Lois in my grandfather’s photo albums)


Dewey Anderson (1898-1900)


Jewel Anderson (1904-1904)

1.1.2 Edward Cravens Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
24 Aug 1878, Rocky Comfort, Missouri

Death:
21 Nov 1944, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Burial:
Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, Portland, Oregon

Registered for the World War I Civilian Draft in Yamhill County, Oregon.

Was somewhat the black sheep of the family; apparently was a bit of a drinker and a womanizer. My aunts say they can recall their grandmother looking out the window to see Crave walking down the street and saying, “Oh, here comes Crave,” just like she was saying “Here comes trouble.”

Spouse:
Nettie Briley
Birth:
abt 1880, Little Rock, Arkansas

Death:
9 Feb 1953, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Marr:
21 Jul 1899, Van Buren, Crawford County, Arkansas

(They divorced and Nettie remarried).

Children:
Grace Arnett (1901-1902)


Quincy Arnett (1902-1902)


Floyd Arnett (1903-1968)


Orvel M. Arnett (1905-1977)  


Cecil Arnett (1908-1917)


Russell Leonard Arnett(1910-1996)


Juanita Arnett (1914-1978)

1.1.3 Charles Brewster Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
9 Apr 1880

Death:
26 Aug 1968, Multnomah County, Oregon

Social Security Number 542-18-0573. His Oregon death certificate was number # 12204. Charles Brewster Arnett last lived Oregon City, Oregon.

His age in the 1880 census was listed as 1/12 years old, showing birth month in April.

Spouse:
Effie Anderson 

                    (sister of George Anderson, who married Leona Arnett)

Birth:
15 Sep 1876

Death:
Mar 1968

Marr:
20 Aug 1902

Children:
Clora Opal Arnett (1906-1997)


Clois Opert Arnett (1908-)


Boyd Ermin Arnett (1910-1998)

1.1.4 John William Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
19 Feb 1882

Death:
27 Jan 1971, Vancouver, Clark County, Oregon

John William Arnett was living in Portland in 1939 per Funeral Notice of Mary Biggs Arnett, Portland (OREGON) Oregonian, Tuesday, 6 June 1939.

OREGON DEATH INDEX INFORMATION

Name: Arnett, John W

County: Multnomah

Death Date: 26 Jan 1971

Certificate: 71-01365

Birth Date: - Feb 1982

Spouse:
Maybell Mayo
Birth:
25 Sep 1886

Death:
26 Oct 1955

Marr:
14 Jun 1908

Children:
Zelma Arnett

Harold Arnett (1914-1974)


Clarence H. Arnett (1920-1983)

1.1.5 Cora Alice Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
3 Feb 1884, prob. McDonald County, Missouri

Death:
31 Dec 1972, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

OREGON DEATH CERTIFICATE INFORMATION

Name: Tichenor, Cora A

County: Multnomah

Death Date: 31 Dec 1972

Certificate: 72-19819

Spouse: Willar

Birth Date:  Feb 1883

Spouse:
William Otto Tichenar
Birth:
11 Feb 1882

Death:
12 Apr 1937, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Marr:
11 Feb 1903

Children:
Ruby Jewell Tichenor (1905-1967)


Oral Kenneth Tichenor (1910- unknown)


Leroy Amos Tichenor (1916-1982)

1.1.6 Georgia Olive Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
29 Nov 1885, McDonald County, Missouri

Death:
4 Sep 1889, prob. McDonald County, Missouri

1.1.7 Minnie Minerva Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
5 Dec 1887

Death:
16 Jul 1976, Downey, California

Social Security # 543-26-5317.

Spouse # 1:
Edd Miller

Marr:
16 Oct 1904

Children:
Thelma May Miller (1913-1993)


Raymond Miller (1905-1944)


Harry Miller (unknown; widow still living)

 
    (I have photos of all three of Minnie’s children) 

Spouse #2:
William Ward Kerns
Birth:
abt 1885

Marr:
16 Jun 1927

1.1.8 Bessie Alma Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
3 Feb 1890

Death:
30 Jul 1985, Yakima, Yakima County, Washington

After her husband's death, Bess went to live with her daughter, Ruth Cole in Yakima, Washington. Ruth’s husband Howard Cole was a Disciples of Christ minister in Yakima, Washington.

Spouse:
Edward Jerry Reasor
Birth:
10 Jan 1884, Rocky Comfort, Missouri

Death:
6 Apr 1969, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Marr:
3 Oct 1906, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington

Children:
Unnamed Twin (~1915-~1915)


Unnamed Twin (~1915-~1915)


Ruth Eva Arnett (1917-)

                   (there are several photos of Ruth as a little girl, 

                    including one or two with John Biggs)

1.1.9 Anville James Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
25 Oct 1892, Rocky Comfort, Missouri

Death:
22 Jul 1937, Marion County, Oregon

Registered for the World War I draft in Douglas County, Washington. 

"Jim" Arnett died in an auto accident in 1937.

OREGON DEATH CERTIFICATE INFORMATION

Name: Arnett, Anville

County: Marion

Death Date: 22 Jul 1937

Certificate: 715

Spouse: Eva

Spouse:
Eva Mae Young

Birth:
14 Apr 1889

Death:
May 1974, Rosemead, California

Marr:
30 Jun 1914

Children:
Geraldine Arnett (1921-)


James Donald Arnett (1927-1997)

                  (There are photos of Geraldine in the albums; the albums

                   end in about 1926 with baby photos of my dad, so James 

                   wasn’t born yet)

1.1.10 Audie Nelson (Jack) Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
1 Feb 1895, Rocky Comfort, Missouri

Death:
26 Jan 1951, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Audie Nelson (Jack) Arnett registered for the World War I draft in Salt Lake City, Utah. Other Arnett men registering there:

 -Harry William Arnett 8 Oct 1879 W  Salt Lake City# 1 UT 

 -Winston Arnett 30 Aug 1894 W Salt Lake City UT Salt Lake City# 2 UT 

 -Audie Nelson Arnett 1 Feb 1895 W Rocky Comfort MO Salt Lake City# 4 UT 

· Gip Taylor Arnett 30 Jun 1895 W Bienville AR Salt Lake City # 4 UT

·   (GIP ARNETT SSN 554-20-0930  Born 30 Jun 1895 Died Jun 1965)  

Arnett men registering in Denver, born in Granby - Newton County - Missouri:

Charles Burton Arnett 27 Nov 1892 W Granby MO Denver# 7 CO 

  CHARLES ARNETT SSN 440-16-8168 Born 27 Nov 1892 

  Died Jul 1966 Issued:  OK (< 1951) Residence:Tulsa, Tulsa, OK 

Death date from Oregon Death Index; Death Certificate # 872.

Name: Arnett, Audie N

County: Portland

Death Date: 26 Jan 1951

Certificate: 872

Spouse: Rhoda

Spouse:
Rhoda Esselstyn
Birth:
12 Aug 1897

Death:
10 May 1960

Marr:
23 Mar 1916

Children:
Marjorie Mary Arnett(1917-)


Dorothy Lorraine Arnett (1925-)

1.1.11 Claudie Finis Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
22 Jul 1897, Van Buren, Crawford County, Arkansas

Death:
5 Sep 1899

1.1.12 Loren Lloyd Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
19 Mar 1900, Pryor Creek, Cherokee Indian Territory

Death:
15 Nov 1965, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Loren Lloyd Arnett - called Lloyd - was a ladies man during his youth and a most handsome one, at that. It is said that he was engaged 3 times before marrying Marie when he was 23. 

Lloyd loved his grandchildren tremendously (nine or ten grandchildren at the time of his death; I think Carla was born after that). He spent every available opportunity holding the little ones in a rocking chair, singing to them. One of the most memorable songs was one called "Billy the Goat," about a rambunctious goat that was always getting into trouble.One of the verses went:

He rambled into the butcher shop

He rambled after meat

The butcher he got mad at him

and rambled him into the street.
(Chorus)
Didn't he ramble? Ramble?

He rambled til they had to cut him down -

Billy the Goat.

He was employed through WPA during the Depression, but didn’t trust big government and was a lifelong Republican. Lloyd worked in the shipyards during the Second World War. He also was a skilled upholsterer and had an auto upholstery shop in Portland.

Spouse:
Marie Mafie Rosecrans
Birth:
24 Apr 1899, Grant, Montgomery County, Iowa

Death:
23 Jan 1988, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Father:
Benjamin Tolbert Rosecrans (1860-1941)

Mother:
Eliza Jane Bliss (1863-1922)

Marr:
3 Jun 1922, Wenatchee, Washington

Children:
Loren Edward Arnett (living-) Meri, Norman & Doug’s dad


Beverly Jean Arnett (living-)


Dolores Marie Arnett (living-)

1.1.13 Dulah Crystal Arnett
----------------------------------------

Birth:
15 Mar 1902, Rocky Comfort, McDonald County, Missouri

Death:
26 Apr 1992, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Spouse:
Frank Lambert

Birth:
10 Nov 1895

Death:
30 Jan 1984, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Father:
George W. Lambert (1853-1939)

Mother:
Elnora J. Hardin (1858-1935)

Marr:
abt 1922, prob. Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Children:
Victor Lambert (living)


Ralph Lambert (living-) Dentist; retired AF officer


Raymond Lambert(living-) Disciples of Christ minister

1.2 Joseph Dudley Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
May 1869, Illinois

Death:
1952

Burial:
Newton County, Missouri

The names and ages of Joseph and Sarah Biggs' oldest four children appear on 1900 Federal Census - Missouri - McDonald County, Richwood Township, E.D. (100, sheet 2).

In the 1910 Census - Missouri - McDonald County - Richwood Township - Enumeration District 116 - Sheet 5B.  Household Composition:

Joseph D. Biggs - age 40; b. Illinois (fa. KY) (mo. IL) farmer

Sarah C. Biggs - age 38; b. MO. (fa. TN) (mo. MO)

Edgar U. Biggs - age 19; b. MO - laborer

John O. Biggs - age 16; b. MO

Dudley Biggs - age 14; b. MO

Hugh M. Biggs - age 12; b. MO

Dicey Biggs - age 3; b. MO

Joseph and Sarah had been married for 18 years. They owned their home, but it was mortgaged. Neighbors: Everett & Mary Utter; Oscar Plumlee; Burton & Jossie Montgomery and children; James & Gertrude Harrell and children; and John and Margaret Ford with their son Thomas Ford and daughter in law Mary E. Ford. The Fords lived next door to Joseph and Sarah. The family on the other side appears to be another Harrell or Hurrell family - George W. and Martha Hurrell and their grown son, his wife, and some grandchildren.
Dudley Biggs - age 50- and his wife Cumi S. Biggs - age 47- appear in the 1920 Census - Missouri - McDonald County - Richwood Township - E.D. 133, Sheet 10B.  Dudley was listed as a general farmer. Also in the household:

Olin J. Biggs (son) age 25 - occupation: lawyer

Edgar Biggs (son) age 24 - general farmer

Dicey Biggs (daughter) age 13 -

Violet Biggs (granddaughter) age 2 9/12

Ernest Biggs (grandson) age 1 5/12

Spouse:
Sarah Cumi <Biggs> 

Birth:
Mar 1872, Missoui

Death:
1962

Marr:
1892

Children:
Edgar U. Biggs (1892-1966)


John Olin "Olin" Biggs(1894-)


Dudley N. (Noble?) Biggs (1895-)


Hugh M. Biggs (1897-1977)


Dicy O. Biggs (1907-)

1.2.1 Edgar U. Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
21 Jul 1892

Death:
1 Jul 1966, Kansas City, Missouri

Photo in Photo Album of Loren Lloyd Arnett (1900 - 1965) shows "Murtie with Mary Irene on her lap; Creny (?) with ______ and Earnest, Edgar's children."

Spouse:
unknown

Children:
Earnest Biggs

1.2.2 John Olin "Olin" Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
Mar 1894

1.2.3 Dudley N. (Noble?) Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
Dec 1895

There is a Dudley Biggs in Social Security Death Index born 29 April 1903 and died January 1975 in Haskell, Oklahoma. Possible match??

1.2.4 Hugh M. Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
8 Nov 1897

Death:
Apr 1977, Morrilton, Conway County, Arkansas

Date and place of death from Social Security Death Index.

1.2.5 Dicy O. Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
1907, McDonald County, Missouri

There are photos of Dicy in Lloyd Arnett’s photo albums from 1912 – 1926.

1.3 Minnie Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
1872, Missouri

May have died as a young child. 

1.4 James D. Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
May 1874, Missouri

Death:
1955

Burial:
Newton County, Missouri

Twin to William Henry Biggs?

Was Noble his son? b. 1895 d. 1959

Neva Biggs 1896 - 1974

On 1900 Census, James D. Biggs and Edna A. Biggs were living next door to John and Dicy C. Biggs. James and Edna had been married one year, with no children born yet.

Spouse:
Edna A. Love

Birth:
Jul 1879, McDonald County, Missouri

Death:
Jul 1923

Father:
Martin Baker Love (1841-1890)

Mother:
Sarena Parnette Plumlee (1847-1905)

Marr:
1899

Children:
Noble Dudley (1895-1959)

1.4.1 Noble Dudley Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
14 Dec 1895, Missouri

Death:
26 Mar 1959, Los Angeles, California

Social Security Number 486-10-5903  Mother's maiden name: LOVE 

BIGGS NOBLE DUDLEY MALE date of birth 12/14/1895

date of death 03/26/1959 place of birth MISSOURI 

place of death LOS ANGELES Social Security #486105903 

Mother's Maiden Name LOVE Father's Surname BIGGS 

? Wife's information:

NEVA BIGGS 

  SSN 497-26-4881 Residence:  52577  Oskaloosa, Mahaska, IA 

  Born 11 May 1896 Last Benefit:     

  Died Feb 1974 Issued:  MO (Before 1951) 

Spouse:
Neva M. <Biggs>

Birth:
abt 1896, Missouri

Death:
??? Feb 1974, Oskaloosa, Mahaska County, Iowa

Marr:
abt 1918

1.5 Myrtle (Murtie) Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
Oct 1877, Missouri

Murtie Biggs appears in the 1920 Census with her husband, George Utter and their five children. (1920 Census - Missouri - McDonald County - Richwood Township, Enumeration District 133, Sheet 2B). Murtie's widowed father, John L. Biggs, was living in the home, as well.

Spouse:
George W. Utter

Birth:
1876, Indiana

Death:
aft 1920

Children:
Eastea Elzada Utter (1903-)


Milton V. Utter (~1905-)


Glessie O. Utter (~1907-)


Noble L. Utter (1909-1983)


Mary Irene Utter (~1915-)

1.5.1 Eastea Elzada Utter
----------------------------------------

Birth:
1903, Missouri

1.5.2 Milton V. Utter
----------------------------------------

Birth:
abt 1905

No entries in Social Security Death Index for Milton Utter - 26 Aug 2001.

1.5.3 Glessie O. Utter
----------------------------------------

Birth:
abt 1907, Missouri

1.5.4 Noble L. Utter
----------------------------------------

Birth:
27 Sep 1909, McDonald County, Missouri

Death:
Feb 1983, Wheaton, Barry County, Missouri

NOBLE UTTER 

  SSN 489-30-2202 Residence:  64874  Wheaton, Barry, MO 

  Born 27 Sep 1909 Last Benefit:     

  Died Feb 1983 Issued:  MO (Before 1951) 

1.5.5 Mary Irene Utter
----------------------------------------

Birth:
abt 1915

1.6 John Quincy Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
20 Aug 1878, Wardell, Pemiscot County, Missouri

Death:
1968, Lexington, Massachusetts

Burial:
Newton County, Missouri

Registered for WW I Draft in Latah, Idaho (on the Washington-Idaho border). 

In 1900 Census, John Q. Biggs, age 21, was single and listed his occupation as "groceryman." He was boarding with George W. Anderson, born Sept 1867 born in Missouri (both parents born in Tennessee). George Anderson married Leona Arnett, who was the daughter of Anvil J. Arnett and Mary Biggs (John Quincy Biggs' elder sister).

Spouse:
Nancy Arizona "Zona" Davidson

Birth:
12 Apr 1885

Death:
Apr 1987, Center Sandwich, New Hampshire

Father:
Thomas Davidson (~1844-)

Mother:
Mary Ann Harrell

Children:
Mary Anita (1906-1955)


Portia (1904-1943)


John Melvin (1920-2000)

1.6.1 Mary Anita Biggs
----------------------------------------

Birth:
3 Oct 1906, Buffalo, Missouri

Death:
17 Apr 1955, Tallahassee, Florida
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